UCT Cine-Series - FRIDAY NIGHT DEAL
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MOVIE NIGHTS – the UCT Cine Series is FREE on Friday nights at 7:30 pm and we’ve started Kids’ Movies too every other week starting at 6:00 pm as part of Family Friendly Fridays!
Come and have dinner, or drinks and tapas at the Club on a Friday night – AND THE MOVIE IS FREE!   Think of the Main Lounge as your own living room (just don’t try rearranging the pictures!).  You can make your own popcorn, add logs to your fire, and all you need to do is show up early if you’d like to dine.  Let us know in advance if you think a larger group is coming so we can staff the bar accordingly!   rsvp@universitycluboftoronto.com 
We are featuring highlights of recent TIFF seasons.   Our feature line up is as follows:
“Get Low” – Friday, January 6th, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: USA, Director: Aaron Schneider, 100 minutes, ON NR, English

Cast: Robert Duvall, Bill Murray, Sissy Spacek, Lucas Black, Gerald McRaney

If you like mystery, suspense, romance, comedy and drama, then Get Low is the ticket. Part fable and part real life legend, it tells the story of Felix Bush, a mysterious and notorious Tennessee hermit. Felix, after living alone for 40 years and nearing the end of his life, decides he wants to go out with a bang and a last reckoning. with the help of the local funeral director, he invites friends and enemies to his shack for a party. As the “living wake” unfolds, secrets are unveiled and stories told, and we learn why Felix became a hermit. Get Low speaks of pain, guilt, loss, and loneliness and how if we’re lucky it’s never too late to earn a little friendship and forgiveness. The acting is impeccable and Variety describes this Depression-era folk tale as “...a mix of sly humour, homespun grace and affecting poignancy.”
(KIDS MOVIE on JANUARY 13th at 6pm will be: KUNG FU PANDA II)
 “Cave of Forgotton Dreams” – Friday, January 13th, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: USA, Director, Werner Herzog, 95 minutes, ON NR, English

In this acclaimed documentary, Herzog brings to life the earliest known visions of mankind found in the Chauvet Pont d'Arc Cave in Southern France–prehistoric art nearly twice as old as that found at Lascaux. Originally sealed by a landslide 20,000 years ago, the Cave that the film explores wasn’t discovered until 1994 . Since then it’s been protected against over exposure, and only a small group of scientists were allowed access–that is until the director got extraordinary permission to film the ancient works. As well as bringing to life the mystery of prehistoric art, Herzog also examines the human environment surrounding the Cave and interviews scientists in his usual amusing and philosophical way. The San Francisco Chronicle says, "Art history lessons don’t get much better than Cave of Forgotten Dreams."
“The Debt” – Friday, January 20th, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: USA, Director: John Madden, 101 minutes, ON NR, English 
Cast: Helen Mirren, Tom Wilkinson, Sam Worthington, Ciaran Hinds, Jessica Chastain
Tense political thriller The Debt comes complete with secret agents. The stakes Madden examines are life, death and the honour of a nation. Themes don’t get much bigger than that. In 1999 three veterans of Israel’s secret service, the Mossad, return home as heros. Daughter of veteran agent Rachel (Mirren) writes a book recalling the group’s most famous 1965 exploit whose mission had been to hunt down a notorious Nazi war criminal and kill him. They claimed mission accomplished, but the book’s publicity sparks renewed interest in the case, and a Ukranian man claims to be the target-so the official story is questioned. Although her spying days are over, Rachel gets pressed into service to complete the mission. As well as providing a dramatic thriller, The Debt also ponders the moral dilemma of sacrificing truth for the honour or a nation. 
(KIDS MOVIE on JANUARY 27th at 6pm will be: RANGO )
“Outsourced” – Friday, January 27th, 2012 at 8:00 pm
Country: USA, Director: John Jeffcoat, 98 minutes, PG, English

Cast: Josh Hamilton, Ayesha Dharker, Asif Basra, Matt Smith, Larry Pine

Outsourcing has become a hot-button contemporary issue, but Outsourced, the film, has been described as a note-perfect comedy. In it we follow the fortunes of 32-year old Todd Anderson a Seattle call-centre manager who find his entire department outsourced. Todd staves off unemployment by accepting a contract to go to India to train his replacement. There he labours to teach his confused charges about the American way of life and the value of selling products that puzzle and appall them. Through business skill, friendship and eventually love, our hero learns to embrace his new surroundings and gets the job done. A Variety critic calls the film an unaffected charmer and crowd pleaser that treats its subject matter with old-fashioned grace and benevolent wit
“Made in Dagenham” – Friday, February 3rd, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: United Kingdom, Director Nigel Cole, 113 minutes English
Cast: Bob Hoskins, Sally Hawkins, Miranda Richardson, Rosmund Pike, Jaime Winstone.
A comedy-drama set against the backdrop of the 1960s. Made in Dagenham – directed by Nigel Cole-is based on a true story about a group of spirited women who joined forces, took a stand for what was right. Sally Hawkins stars as Rita O’Grady, the catalyst for the 1968 Ford Dagenham strike by 187 sewing machinists which led to the advent of the Equal Party Act. Working in extremely impoverished conditions for long, arduous hours, the women at the Ford Dagenham plant finally lose their patience when they are reclassified as “unskilled.” With humour, common sense and courage, they take on their corporate paymasters, an increasingly belligerent local community, and finally the government itself. The film's theme song, with lyrics by Billy Bragg, is performed by Sandie Shaw, herself a former Dagenham Ford clerk.
(KIDS MOVIE on FEBRUARY 10th at 6pm will be: MARS NEEDS MOMS!)
“Is Anybody There” – Friday, February 10th, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: United Kingdom, Director: John Crowley, 92 minutes, PG, English
Cast: Michael Caine, Bill Milner, Anne-Marie Duff , David Morrisey

In his critically lauded film, Irish director John Crawley creates a tender portrait of the relationship between an inquisitive ten year old boy and a bitter retired magician. An odd couple indeed. Edward played by Bill Milner (Son of Rambow) lives with his parents who run a small retirement home in England. He escapes his less than idyllic life by developing an obsession with the paranormal, particularly death and the hereafter. Enter traveling magician Clarence (Michael Caine) who comes to live in the home. At first the jaded old man barely tolerates the boy, but eventually chemistry works its magic, and they form a strong bond. These two outsiders, trying to make sense of the world, embark on adventures that confront the big questions about life and death. The film’s dark humour and broad comedy saves it from becoming sentimental, and actors Caine and Milner give unforgettable performances in this gentle British drama about growing up and growing old. 

“Beginners” – Friday, February 17th, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: USA, Director, Mike Mills, 104 minutes, ON 14A, English
Cast: Christopher Plummer, Ewan Mcgregor, Melanie Laurent
Beginners is about starting over and getting it right. Director Mills deftly weaves two story lines in a poignant and at times hilarious portrait of family, love, loss, and self discovery. We follow the life of Oliver (McGregor), a talented illustrator, who learns that his 75 year old father (Plummer) is not only dying of cancer but has also just come out of the closet. Dapper in new clothes and with a new boyfriend, he discovers a new zest for life. In the 2nd story line, we see bereaved Oliver retreating from the world while trying to maintain a relationship with his actress girl friend. We learn how he reacts to both these unpredictable relationships and how his father and girlfriend encourage him to let go of his self imposed limitations. Los Angeles Times calls it "A buoyant and disarming drama."
(KIDS MOVIE on February 24th at 6pm will be: MR. POPPERS PENGUINS)
“One Week” – Friday, February 24th, 2012 at 7:30 pm
Country: Canada, Director: Michael McGowan, 94 minutes, English 
Cast: Joshua Jackson, Liane Balaban, Campbell Scott

If we were told we only had a very short time to live, how would we spend that time? In One Week, the second feature film from Michael McGowan who won the Arc D’Or for Saint Ralph, the director explores that momentous question. Given one week to live, Ben’s answer is to get on his motor bike and see as much of his country as he can with the time left. It’s a road movie, and the audience experiences with Ben the dizzying freedom he enjoys as he travels from Toronto to Tofino, British Columbia. But the film is about more than miles covered and scenery enjoyed.  With deceptively simple storytelling technique and poignancy, McGowan brings charm, buoyancy and sometimes sad lyricism to Ben’s quest for meaning.  The story is universal and combines the best of the odyssey film with an intensely personal account of how the threat of mortality can reawaken one to the joys and bitter experiences of life.  

“I Am Love” – Friday, March 2nd, 2012 at 7:30 pm.  
Country: Italy, Director: Luca Guadagnino, 120 minutes, ON 18A, Italian with English subtitles
Cast: Tilda Swinton, Flavio Parenti, Edoardo Gabbriellini, Alba Rohrwacher, Pippo Delbono

Guadagnino paints a sumptuous portrait of the Recchis, a wealthy, bourgeois Italian family who inhabit the world of high fashion and gourmet food, while also exposing the tense underside of the family. Their house, though huge and exquisitely decorated, seems more like a museum than a home. Emma, the Russian born wife of a Milanese textile magnet, runs this cool establishment with great efficiency.  Like one of the film’s inspirations, Madame Bovary, Emma is repressed and longs for passion beneath her careful life.  She finds this with her son’s friend Antonio, a gifted chef who grows his own vegetables. The two embark on a passionate romance, and even when the affair becomes known, she refuses to renounce it. The Guardian calls it, “A high IQ movie that is fascinating, and a gorgeously costumed and styled piece of work.” 


“Another Year” – Friday, March 9th, 2012 at 7:30 pm.  
Country: United Kingdom, Director: Mike Leigh, 129 minutes, ON PG, English

Cast: Jim Broadbent, Lesley Manville, Ruth Sheen, Peter Wight

Legendary film director Leigh has the knack of making the ordinary extraordinary. His latest fine-tuned study of ordinary lives is among his best, and is as close as British cinema comes to a modern Chekhov, says New York Film critic, Ethan Alter. Another Year moves through four acts and four seasons, with the circle of nature serving as a metaphor for life and death (Observer). Featuring top-notch actors, the drama follows a year in the life of Tom and Gerri. They’re a contentedly married and good-hearted middle-class couple in their early sixties who open their home to all friends and family who cross their path. Because of the couple’s contentment, their home becomes a magnet for waifs and strays and lost souls who all want a bit of that happiness for themselves. The Daily Telegraph calls it “A mature, wise reflection on life’s joys and sorrows.... a film that can take its place beside the very best films in Mike Leigh’s career.                                                                                                                        
“West Is West” – Friday, March 16th, 2012 at 7:30 pm.  
Country: U.K., Director: Andy DeEmmony, 103 minutes, ON NR, English

Cast: Aqib Khan, Om Puri, Linda Bassett, Vijay Raaz, Ila Arun,
Sequel to the internationally acclaimed, multi-award winning EAST IS EAST, WEST IS WEST takes the Khan family on a journey from Salford, England, to rural Pakistan. Manchester, North of England, 1975. The now much diminished, but still claustrophobic and dysfunctional, Khan family continues to struggle for survival. Sajid, the youngest Khan, the runt of the litter, is deep in pubescent crisis under heavy assault both from his father’s tyrannical insistence on Pakistani tradition, and from the fierce bullies in the schoolyard. So, in a last, desperate attempt to ‘sort him out’, his father decides to pack him off to Mrs Khan No 1 and family in the Punjab, the wife and daughters he had abandoned 35 years earlier. It is not long before Ella Khan (Mrs Khan No 2) with a small entourage from Salford, England, swiftly follows to sort out the mess, past and present.

“The Kids Are Alright” – Friday, March 23rd, 2012 at 7:30 pm. 
Country: USA, Director: Lisa Cholodenko, 104 minutes, ON 18A, English
Cast: Annette Bening, Julianne Moore, Mark Ruffalo, Mia Wasikowska

This film examines in a nuanced way the dynamics of a mid-life parenting crisis that besets a Californian lesbian couple. Jules and Nic, together for nearly 20 years, are raising a teenage son and daughter together. When 18 year old daughter Joni reaches out to her mother’s sperm donor, the seemingly orderly family life begins to unravel. Barriers break down and when donor Paul, who considers himself a benevolent rebel, is introduced into the family, things get complicated– secrets come out and values clash. Critics have described The Kids Are All Right as hilarious, invigorating, funny, smart and sexy. With an award-winning cast and a fearless script, Cholodenko redefines the contemporary family in a crowd pleasing comedy.

“The Singing Revolution” – Friday, March 30th, 2012 at 7:30 pm. 

Country: USA, Director: James Tusty, Maureen Castle Tusty, 94 minutes, NR, English 
Cast: Narration by Linda Hunt

Music probably doesn’t seem the obvious weapon to fight tyranny and oppression. But when occupying Soviets banned choral music and the singing of the national anthem in Estonia,the people defied their brutal oppressors with music. Without any political directive, the people raised their voices as one and sang out in single purpose for freedom and independence. The Tusty’s lively documentary The Singing Revolution chronicles this forgotten chapter in European history; it comes to life for us now as Estonian folk music weaves its way through archival footage, interviews and photographs. Director James Tusty says, "I’ve never seen a film where the hero is the whole country." The Singing Revolution testifies to music’s power to raise the human spirit.

“Biutiful” – Friday, April 13th, 2012 at 7:30 pm. 

Country: Spain/Mexico, Director: Alejando Gonzalez Inarritu, 148 minutes, ON 14A, Spanish with English subtitles
Cast: Javier Badem, Maricel Álvarez, Hanaa Bouchaib

Biutiful is summed up by the International Movie Data Base (IMDB) as the story of Uxbal a man in free fall on his way to redemption with darkness lighting his way. And he has a lot of darkness to face before the light gets in. But underneath all the dirt and noise--Uxbal is an ex-drug dealer, a bent cop, a shady underground business man–he is also a loving, single father bringing up two children. When diagnosed with cancer and two months to live, he desperately tries to clean up his life and make a better future for his children. Critic Brad Brevet remarks that though death guides the film, it is the preservation and care for the life that will remain that makes Biutiful excellent film making. Hollywood Reporter says, “Biutiful is a gorgeous, melancholy tone poem about love, fatherhood and guilt.”  

Bar menus are available for casual dining beforehand, or you can order Tapas up to 9pm and drinks through the evening until 11pm and take them through to the Lounge.
